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50 Jahre Technische Universitat Dortmund

Mit einem Festakt im Konzerthaus
Dortmund hat die Technische Univer-
sitat Dortmund am 16. Dezember 2018
ihr 50-jahriges Grundungsjubilaum
gefeiert. Am Vormittag verlieh die Uni-
versitat die Ehrendoktorwlrde an den
Prasidenten des Europaischen Rates,
S.E. Donald Tusk. In diesem Booklet
finden Sie eine Auswahl der Redema-
nuskripte anlasslich beider Veran-
staltungen zum Nachlesen. Es gilt das
gesprochene Wort.

Verleihung der Ehrendoktorwirde an
S.E. Donald Tusk

« Prof. Dr. Ursula Gather, Rektorin der
TU Dortmund, begruf3te die rund 700
Gaste im Audimax und verlieh Donald
Tusk die Ehrendoktorwdirde flr seine
europapolitischen Verdienste sowie fur
seinen Beitrag zur europaischen Werte-
debatte. i S.6

+ Prof. Dr. Rita Stissmuth, Bundestags-
prasidentin a.D. und ehemals Professo-
rin der TU Dortmund, wurdigte in ihrer
Laudatio Donald Tusk fur sein langjah-
riges Engagement in der politischen
Szene Polens und sein leidenschaftli-
ches Engagement fur die Europaische
UNION. it S.9

« Donald Tusk, Prasident des Europai-
schen Rates, dankte der TU Dortmund
fur die Auszeichnung. .....ccccceeeeees S.15

Festakt anlasslich des 50. Griindungs-
jubilaums der TU Dortmund

 Prof. Dr. Ursula Gather begrufite die
Uber 1.000 Gaste im Konzerthaus Dort-
MUNG. e, S. 24

» Guido Baranowski, Vorstandsvorsit-
zender der Gesellschaft der Freunde
(GdF) der TU Dortmund e. V., schenkte
der Universitat im Namen der GdF zum
Geburtstag ein neues Gastehaus fur
internationale Gastwissenschaftlerin-
nen und Gastwissenschaftler. ...... S. 29

« Gratulationen zum Jubilaum: Bun-
desbildungsministerin Anja Karliczek,
NRW-Ministerprasident Armin Laschet
sowie Dortmunds Oberblrgermeister
Ullrich Sierau. ...cccoovvevieiiiens abS. 30

« Prasident Donald Tusk hielt eine
bewegende Festrede. .......cc.......... S.32

Fur die musikalische Umrahmung des
Festaktes sorgten das Studentenor-
chester Dortmund und der Universi-
tatschor Dortmund. Die Verleihung der
Ehrendoktorwurde wurde von Jona
Kumper musikalisch begleitet.



Verleihung der Ehrendoktorwirde

an S.E. Donald Tusk




Gruf3wort der Rektorin Prof. Ursula Gather

Thank you, Jona Kimper, for this won-
derful piano piece by Frédéric Chopin — a
perfect introduction to a very special day
for our university, and also to a very spe-
cial person.

Dear President Tusk,

Dear Professor Sussmuth,

Dear members and friends of TU Dort-
mund University,

Distinguished guests,

Today, we will confer an honorary doc-
torate on the President of the European
Council, Donald Tusk. And itis not a coin-
cidence that we have chosen the day of
the 50th anniversary of our university for
this ceremony; | will explain why in a few
moments.

President Tusk, it is an exceptional honor
for us that you have accepted the hon-
orary degree, and it’s a great pleasure

to have you here today. Welcome to TU
Dortmund University! Ladies and gen-
tlemen, let me share some background
information about our laureate:

« Donald Tusk, born and raised in the city
of Gdansk on the Baltic coast, studied
history at Gdansk University and gradu-
ated in 1980.

« In that same year, he founded an Inde-
pendent Students’ Association, which
was part of the “Solidarity” movement,
Solidarnos¢. He became the leader of
Solidarnos¢ at his workplace and was
editor of one of Poland’s major weekly
newspapers published by Solidarnos¢
activists.

« In 2001, Donald Tusk co-founded “Civic
Platform”, a new centrist political party.
It combined various political move-
ments and brought together liberal and
Christian-Democratic ideas. In 2003, he
became its leader.

« Between 2007 and 2014, Donald Tusk
served as Poland’s Prime Minister. His
government was the first and only one
reelected in Poland, and his term as
prime minister has been the longestin
the political history of the country.

+ In 2014, Donald Tusk resigned as
Prime Minister to become President of
the European Council — an office he still
holds today.

That was a very short summary of our
laureate’s CV. These few dates, offices
and titles don’t do justice to the immense
and persistent commitment Donald Tusk
has made to Europe — a commitment not
only of a professional politician, but that
of a convinced European.

Dear President Tusk, you are being hon-
ored today for your great achievements
in and for Europe as well as your contri-
butions to the normative debate about
European values. We are also gath-

ered here today to pay tribute to you as
a great “European statesman”, as Her-
man Van Rompuy of Belgium once called
you, and to your academic and political
merits.

Nevertheless, | would also like to rec-
ognize our laureate on a more personal
level. With Donald Tusk, we welcome and
honor a truly outstanding human being.

| remember his acceptance speech very
well, when he was awarded the Karl-
spreis in Aachen in 2010. He spoke about
his childhood and young adulthood in
Gdansk in a very moving way. He took us
listeners by the hand and led us through
the streets of his city, he let us experi-
ence the fear and the hope of his genera-
tion during the great strike at the Gdansk

shipyard and during the Solidarnosé
movement for democracy. He shared his
memories and his deepest convictions in
an extraordinarily personal manner. And
through this very personal and detailed
description, he made us feel his love for
his hometown, for his home country and
for Europe. Thus, Donald Tusk impresses
us not only by his political actions and
accomplishments, but also by passion-
ately standing up for his beliefs and his
politics.

It is today exactly 50 years ago that our
university was founded. Together with
our anniversary, we also celebrate aca-
demic freedom, striving for truth and
knowledge, and a shared sense of com-
munity. It was therefore our great wish to
combine our jubilee with the awarding of
an honorary doctorate to you, dear Pres-
ident Tusk. With this we want to empha-
size that as a university in the European
tradition, we share the same fundamen-
tal values. And here, freedom is the most
important one.

In one of your famous quotes, Presi-
dent Tusk, you mention that “Poland’s
only natural resource is freedom”. As
you might know, here in the Ruhr Area,
we were dependent on coal for many
decades. Nowadays, however, with the
last coal mine in the area being shut
down next week, freedom, and in partic-
ular academic freedom, is also among
our most important resources.



As rector of TU Dortmund University, |
cannot stress enough that it is academic
freedom, which made the concept of the
European University so successful and
persistent through more than 900 years
of history. It is freedom and academic
freedom which laid the foundation for
our development and our European iden-
tity. Without this academic freedom, no
university can exist.

Dear President Tusk,  am honored to
welcome you here today and we are all
looking forward to a wonderful cere-
mony. Ladies and gentlemen, please wel-
come Professor Rita Sussmuth, former
President of the German Bundestag. You,
dear Professor SUssmuth, will deliver the
laudation for Donald Tusk. The floor is
yours.

Laudatio von Prof. Rita Sissmuth, Bundestagsprasidentin a.D.

Dear President Tusk,
Dear Minister Karliczek,
Dear Rector Gather,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear guests,

Today, the President of the European
Council and former Prime Minister of
Poland, Donald Tusk, will receive an hon-
orary doctorate by TU Dortmund Uni-
versity. | would like to congratulate
President Tusk on this accolade and TU
Dortmund University on this choice.

At first glance it is remarkable that the
Technical University of Dortmund should
award such an honor to a recognized his-
torian and a passionate European.

The rector, Prof. Gather, just illustrated
that the honor for Donald Tusk is con-
nected to a commitment to core values
by TU Dortmund University — a commit-
ment to freedom, first and foremost. This
is a powerful signal in a time when these
values seem to be under attack.

There are doubts in many places whether
the liberal society can still do justice

to the current social and political chal-
lenges, if cooperation still yields the
desired results, and if Europe is still
stronger than nationalism.

am very proud that TU Dortmund Uni-
versity — where | myself was a professor
for many years — emphasizes the impor-
tance of freedom and cooperation, also
for its own history. It is a strong signal
that the university invites Donald Tusk,
an important bridge builder and Euro-
pean, to join the circle of its dignitaries.
Here in the Ruhr Area, where a lot of peo-
ple of Polish origin have lived and worked
- many of them for generations —, you
can explicitly feel the closeness between
Poland and Germany as well as the roots
of our university, humanities, integration
of different skills, education in a broader
sense.

Honoring Donald Tusk at first entails
honoring a political biography which,
looking at his current position, seems
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consistent and logical. His biography
was however coined by risks, adjust-
ments, and even fresh starts. We honor
his commitment within the anti-commu-
nist opposition, his long-term involve-
ment in the young and dynamic Polish
political scene — first in the opposition,
and then as Prime Minister of this coun-
try, and eventually his decision as a
long-standing head of government to put
his experiences and skills into service for
the European integration. The European
Union today faces its most important
test so far amid Brexit, migration and
other international developments. Did
Donald Tusk anticipate that the crises

of those times would grow and become
even more acute when he took the office
of President of the Council on the 12th of
December of 20147 | am sure, even if he
did, he would have still taken the office.

The profound conviction that freedom,
democracy, and fundamental rights rep-
resent the biggest human achievements
in the political sphere, which the Polish
people consciously joined after suffering
under the communist yoke, constitutes
the ultimate compass of any political and
social action. According to Donald Tusk’s
convictions, “liberal democracy” as a
central principle must not be allowed to
crumble or to go astray.

This of course does not mean that we are
talking about a solid and absolute prin-
ciple. Just the opposite! Freedom and

democracy are challenging parameters,
they claim time, effort and sometimes
even victims. Thus, itis important to pro-
vide institutional guarantees for these
values. It is a matter of responsibility to
join structures that will secure these val-
ues in the long term. To Donald Tusk, the
European Union represents such a guar-
antee. With the profound belief that the
European Integration is the only way to
sustain freedom and democracy, and to
strengthen them in society, Donald Tusk
resembles the founding fathers of the
European Community. And this holds
true even though or maybe even because
he spent more than half of his life behind
the Iron Curtain.

The painful experience with the Commu-
nist system, the experience of suppres-
sion and lack of freedom are surely just
some of the sources for his value ori-
entation. Another source would be his
education as a historian. Tusk earned
his degree in history in Gdansk, a city in
which the great lines of European history
are still very visible today. Ever since the
Middle Ages Gdansk has been the set-
ting of what we would call “megatrends”
today, such as diversity, migration or
international trade. Nonetheless, major
military conflicts have also left their
mark, not least the Second World War,
with its first shots fired 79 years ago at
the Gdansk Westerplatte. Next year we
will commemorate the tragic events of
September 1939 for the 80th time.
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Today, we are undergoing a transforma-
tion of positive and frightening devel-
opments: between an often aggressive
nationalism, exclusion, skeptical to hos-
tile attitudes towards the EU and a
strong passion for the preservation and
development of the EU. Donald Tusk lives
from the identity wealth of Europeans.
He is a Gdansk, Kashub, Pole and Euro-
pean. These patriotisms are not mutually
exclusive, they complement each other.
Tusk is not a “neo-liberal”. He is an intel-
lectual who stands in the tradition of lib-
eralism, Christian conservatism and
democratic socialism. A conservative
social-democratic liberal.

As a history student, Tusk wrote his final
thesis about the Polish statesman Mar-
shall Jozef Pitsudski, the father of the
regained Polish independence in 1918.
The charismatic military leader, bril-
liant strategist and head of state who
achieved true political wonders, before
he eventually despaired of the young
democracy and succumbed to authori-
tarianism. Pitsudski plays a central role
for Poland this year, as our neighbor
country celebrates the 100th anniver-
sary of the regaining of the nation’s inde-
pendence. The official logo is literally
based on his handwriting.

With regard to one aspect, Tusk can be
seen as a diligent pupil of Pitsudski.

The powerfully eloquent Marshall used
to say: “A Nation without knowledge of

its history, does not deserve a future.”
Knowing the Polish history, we real-

ize that this is no easy heritage. The Pol-
ish people encountered a lot of pain and
sorrow especially in connection with its
direct neighbors, us Germans. And yet
the historian Tusk always resisted view-
ing the history of his country as a written
fate. On the contrary, the fight for free-
dom, solidarity, community and the per-
sistence, which resulted in overcoming
the resistance of the regime - those are
the motives of 1000 years of Polish his-
tory that he wants to build the future of
this country upon.

The idea to achieve the possible even in
impossible circumstances directly con-
nects Tusk to Lech Watesa, the char-
ismatic electrician from the Gdansk
shipyards and founder of the union “Sol-
idarnos¢” that provided a significant
challenge for the Communist system.
Tusk calls him “the father of Polish free-
dom” — just as Jozef Pitsudski is “the
father of Polish independence” for him.

The reference to these two political fig-
ures is more than symbolic. The optimis-
tic and future-oriented historian Tusk
today wants to tell us that others have
fought for and won freedom, autonomy,
and democracy although they faced even
more dire circumstances.

Anintensive analysis of history led to
Tusk’s contribution to a consolidation
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and reinforcement of good neighborly
relations between Germany and Poland.
The lessons from the past may seem
simple at first sight: confrontation, esca-
lation, and violence do not solve prob-
lems. “Discussion has to come before
the outcry, dialogue before the conflict”
- thisis Tusk’s guiding principle that he
took over from Bronistaw Geremek, a
former Polish foreign minister and fel-
low recipient of the Karlspreis. Genuine
dialogue first of all requires the cour-
age to identify problems and name them
while still being open to the other side’s
position and trying to fight for a mutual
solution. This is the approach that Tusk
followed in the various German-Polish
debates he accompanied as Prime Min-
ister. Here it was important to him to
include the European context, whenever
possible.

Both Germany and Poland face the con-
stant danger of being overburdened

by history. According to Tusk’s convic-
tion, we have to know our history, but
we cannot be absorbed by it. Our guest
of honor tirelessly continues to warn
against the temptation to view the rela-
tionship between both countries from
the trenches of the past — knowing full
well that confrontational escalation can
be very effective from a short-term and
strategic point of view.

|deas of revenge were and are unknown
to him. On the contrary, the long-term

community of interests between Poland
and Germany has always been his first
priority.

It may well be that Donald Tusk under-
stood a lot earlier than many others

how much and on how many levels both
countries, Germany and Poland, need
one another. They need another as mem-
bers of the EU, as economic partners,
and as neighbors.

Looking at today’s political elites, one
might get the impression that this under-
standing now has stronger roots in Ger-
many than in Poland. Accordingly, in the
current coalition agreement of the Ger-
man government, there are as many ref-
erences to Poland as to France.  am
convinced that because of his construc-
tive and empathetic attitude and his
refusal to instrumentalize history, Don-
ald Tusk has made a major contribu-

tion to German-Polish relations on equal
terms. He represents a confident, mod-
ern Poland in the midst of Europe. On his
long way into the office of Prime Minister
of Poland he always supported Poland’s
accession to the EU. In 2007, he decided
to appoint Wtadystaw Bartoszewski,
then 85, former prisoner of Hitler and
Stalin and doyen (Altmeister) of reconcil-
iation with Germans and Jews, as Sec-
retary of State for International Dialogue
in his mission as head of government. As
head of government he successfully nav-
igated his country through the financial
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and economic crisis. Based on these
merits, in 2010, he received the Karls-
preis of the city of Aachen for the unity of
Europe.

Europe is a fascinating experiment for
him — a system that is not build on the
exploitation of the weak by the strong,
but that makes cooperation attractive
for everyone. A careful and sober view of
the world is enough to realize that coop-
eration is the only possibility to stay
sovereign and capable. Whenever Tusk
talks about Europe, his account is never
detached from its global or historical
context. He took ownership of a systemic
and not romantic-ideological view of the
European integration.

Tusk combines his appeal to appreci-
ate Europe’s unique advantages and
accomplishments with a consistent
warning of those who use the pretext of
democracy and easy solutions to leave
or even to destroy the house of Europe
that was built with tremendous effort.
He calls those who want pursue their
short-term strategic interests in spite

of their pro-European lip service. And

he addresses “political sleepwalkers”. It
is true that in accordance with the good
liberal tradition Tusk is not afraid to point
out the responsibility of individual deci-
sion-makers - regardless of social and
ideological trends. There have always
been populist, radical or authoritar-

ian tendencies, Tusk argues. But politics

- also European politics — always con-
sists of individual decisions. Only if we
Europeans make an effort to estab-

lish cooperative solutions we stand a
chance in the wake of global develop-
ments: “United we stand, divided we fall”
- a principle that lead to groundbreaking
success in Europe’s as well as Poland’s
history.

Dear President, dear Donald Tusk,

as a passionate sportsman you are
aware of the strength of confidence

and the strength of cohesion within the
team. You promote this cohesion within
the European team day after day, evenin
light of dire developments, such as the
Brexit.

More than once you had the courage to
name inconvenient conclusions and to
go against the tide. The lasting inter-
ests of the European Union and its future
security are your priorities. Because as a
historian you think about European inte-
gration in long lines and global contexts
- an ability that always made the states-
men of our continent stand out. You said,
Europe does not need another Utopia,
but a strong, credible, and value oriented
policy, protection of European values.

You do not accept the simple dichot-
omy of “national against European”.

A mutual solution is always better for
those involved than a separating conflict.
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Itis a principle of responsibility to engi-
neer such a solution within the existing
boundaries, as difficult as this may be
and as much persistence it may need.

In this sense, you might actually be an
“Engineer” after all — and the honorary
degree from TU Dortmund University is
just the right fit.

You still leave enough room for emotions.
You live up to your Polish identity in a way
that demands enthusiasm for this fasci-
nating country. We as Europeans can call
ourselves lucky to have a modern and
personable patriot in the office of Coun-
cil President. Not only does it feel good,
itis also important to not surrender the
term “patriotism” to those who reck-
lessly exploit it. The European Union has

one dominant priority: obligation to free-
dom and universal human rights - free-
dom of speech and faith, rule of law, and
respect for the rights of minorities.

Thank you, my dear Donald Tusk, that
you serve our European Union with pas-
sionate commitment. Thank you for
your invaluable contribution to the Ger-
man-Polish reconciliation. Thank you for
teaching us positive lessons of the often
difficult European history, thus spread-
ing optimism in difficult times.

Please accept my heartfelt congratula-
tions on receiving the honorary doctorate
of TU Dortmund University. Thank you
very much.

Dankesworte von Donald Tusk, Prasident des Européischen Rates

| am honoured, proud and moved by
this special distinction bestowed upon
me today. Especially that you made this
decision on the 50th anniversary of your
university. My emotion is even greater
since | have always sympathised with
Borussia Dortmund, and of course -
like almost all Germans and Poles - |
am much more interested in football
than politics. Ich bin ein Dortmunder —
every typical Polish football fan might
say without hesitation. | don’t know if
you know that from the Poles - past and
present — who have played for Borus-
sia, you could make up quite a decent
first eleven. Few today remember that
Dortmund has been not only Piszczek,
Lewandowski, Btaszczykowski, but also
Ebi Smolarek or, in the older days, Heinz

Kwiatkowski, Kapitulski, Schlebrowski,
Kelbassa, Michatek and Niepekto. This is
why today | am happy together with you:
that you are top of the league, that you
have won the Revierderby and that you
are a whole 9 points above, well... you
know who!

Stop! = my wife would shout, if she

were here, as she always repeats that |
shouldn’t reduce my whole life to foot-
ball. But | started off with football not
only because | am crazy about it. To be
honest, | always dreamt of a careeras a
football player, not a politician, but | sim-
ply lacked the talent. However, | have
played long enough as an amateur, and

| have been involved long enough as a
fan of my beloved club, Lechia Gdansk
(by the way, we also won our derby and
are also league leaders!), to understand
the phenomenon and significance of
the emotions that come with tribal con-
flicts, the phenomenon of the brutal divi-
sion between “us” and “them”. Adivision
in which thinking is replaced by feel-
ings, where rational arguments give way
to myths, symbols and colours — tribal
colours, club colours or national colours,
and where the leader is more impor-
tant than views and values. | have expe-
rienced how easy it is to fall into the trap
of simplified identity, built on the nega-
tion of other communities. Other — and
therefore alien, and therefore hostile.
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The division between “us” and “them”
justifies the worst emotions, including
hatred and contempt. As a very young
man, | fell into this trap more than

once, and | must admit that | wasn’t the
best-behaved of boys. | observed from
close-up the process (in fact, | took part
in it) of spreading certain behaviours
from the stadium to the street, from
sport to politics. And a lot of time had to
pass before | understood that the job of
every individual in the public sphere, in
politics and in social life, is to avoid, or at
least limit, conflict and violence.

It wasn't an easy process. | remember
that, back in the eighties, when we came
out into the streets to demonstrate
against the communists and fight with
the police, | rebelled, deep in my heart,
against the words of the Polish Pope:
“overcome evil with good”. Because to
overcome - | thought — was to defeat
and destroy the opponent. And that the
only sensible answer to violence is vio-
lence. It turned out, however, that real
victory means not giving in to this logic.
The experience of Polish Solidarnosé,
my experience — similarly to the beauti-
ful stories of Ghandi, Mandela and oth-
ers — has shown that you can win by
rejecting the tragic, truly devilish alter-
native: either “us” or “them”. Because if
we don’t reject it, as Timothy Snyder has
noted, the first and most important mat-
ter in politics becomes the question:
“who are we, and who are they?” rather

than: “what is the world like and what
can we do about it?” When we accept
that politics is about “us and them”, only
about “us and them”, we also accept that
fear and anxiety form the basis of pol-
itics. Some think that such emotions
can be the source of their power; the
truth is that when we surrender to them,
we become - against our will — an easy
and malleable material in the hands of
potential autocrats. | can see this —in all
its clarity — in Europe today. Please don’t
ask me about names, because | won’t
say them anyway — and besides, you
know full well who I'm talking about.

The informal anthem of Solidarnosé
used to be a song called Prayer at Sun-
rise by Natan Tenenbaum, a Polish Jew,
who had to flee Poland as a result of the
anti-Semitic campaign unleashed by the
communist government exactly 50 years
ago, when your university was being
founded. We sang the lyrics:

“Oh Lord, deliver me from contempt, and
from hatred shield me God”, slowly learn-
ing the real meaning of these words. The
fact that millions of people believed in
these words, and thousands believed
that you can fight without resorting to
violence, became our first, and most
important, gateway to Europe.

Because the European Union - the way
l understand it — is founded on positive
thinking and positive values. There would
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not be our Europe — and there will not
be our Europe — without reconciliation,
without solidarity and without mutual
respect.

You don’t need to graduate in engineering
or architecture from the Technical Uni-
versity of Dortmund to understand that
in politics, bridges are more important
than walls, though we know how much
easier and fasteritis to raise a wall, than
to build a bridge. | am convinced that
this is the reason why you have taken the
trouble of studying: to avoid the tempta-
tion of simplifying and cutting corners.
That in the spiritual, but also the political
dimension, you will always be builders of
bridges, and not walls.

Once again, I would like to thank you very
much for this distinction and beautiful
laudation. Listening to a laudation about
yourself is always the most pleasant part
of such ceremonies. For a moment, you
can believe that you are much better
than you really are. And, please allow me,
dear friends, to accept today not only
the noble title of honoris causa doctor-
ate, but also to uphold the maxim of your
first ever honorary laureate, president
Johannes Rau: “To reconcile, not divide”.
Thank you.
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Dankesworte von Donald Tusk, Prasident des Européischen Rates

(deutsche Ubersetzung)

Ich fUhle mich geehrt, stolz und bewegt,
dass mir heute diese besondere Aus-
zeichnung verliehen wird. Besonders da
Sie diese Entscheidung anlasslich des
50-jahrigen Jubilaums Ihrer Universi-

tat getroffen haben. Meine Emotion ist
umso grofder, da mir Borussia Dortmund
schon immer sympathisch war und ich
mich — wie fast alle Deutschen und Polen
- naturlich mehr fur Fuf3ball als fur Poli-
tik interessiere. Ich bin ein Dortmunder
- das kann jeder echte polnische Fuf3-
ballfan ohne Zogern von sich sagen. Ich
weif3 nicht, ob Innen bewusst ist, dass
die Polen, die fruher fur die Borussia
gespielt haben oder heute noch spielen,
zusammen eine recht ordentliche erste
Elf abgeben wirden. Nur wenige erinnern
sich heute noch daran, dass fur Dort-
mund nicht nur Piszczek, Lewandow-
ski, Btaszczykowski, sondern auch Ebi
Smolarek oder, in vergangenen Tagen,
Heinz Kwiatkowski, Kapitulski, Schleb-
rowski, Kelbassa, Michatek und Niepekto
gespielt haben. Deshalb freue ich mich
heute mit Innen: dass Sie die Bundesli-
gatabelle anfluhren, dass Sie das Revier-
derby gewonnen haben und dass sie
ganze 9 Punkte Vorsprung vor ... na ja,
Sie wissen schon vor wem, haben!

Stopp! — wirde meine Frau rufen, wenn
sie hier ware, denn sie weist mich immer
darauf hin, dass ich mein Leben nicht auf

FuBball reduzieren sollte. Aber ich habe
nicht nur deswegen von Fuf3ball ange-
fangen, weil ich verrtckt danach bin.
Ehrlich gesagt habe ich immer davon
getraumt, eine Karriere als Fuf3ballspie-
ler zu machen, und nicht als Politiker.
Nur fehlte mir einfach das Talent dazu.
Ich habe aber lange genug als Ama-
teur gespielt und war lange genug als
Fan meines geliebten Vereins Lechia
Gdansk unterwegs (auch wir haben Ubri-
gens unser Derby gewonnen und fUhren
die Liga an!), um das Phdnomen und die
Bedeutung von Geflhlen zu verstehen,
die mit Gruppenkonflikten verbunden
sind, namlich das Phanomen der bruta-
len Trennung zwischen ,wir“ und ,sie®
Bei dieser Trennung wird das Denken
durch Gefuhle verdrangt, werden ratio-
nale Argumente zugunsten von Mythen,
Symbolen und Farben - Gruppenfar-
ben, Vereinsfarben oder Nationalfarben
- aufgegeben und sind Anfuhrer wichti-
ger als Meinungen und Werte. Ich habe
erlebt, wie leicht man in die Falle der
simplifizierten Identitat gehen kann, die
auf der Negation anderer Gemeinschaf-
ten beruht. Anders — und deshalb fremd,
und deshalb feindlich. Die Trennung
zwischen ,wir“und ,sie” rechtfertigt
die schlimmsten Gefuhle, einschlief3-
lich Hass und Verachtung. Als sehr jun-
ger Mann bin ich mehr als einmal in diese
Falle getappt, und ich muss zugeben,
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dass ich nicht der bravste Junge war.

Ich habe den Prozess, dass bestimmte
Verhaltensweisen vom Stadion auf die
Straf3e, vom Sport in die Politik getragen
werden, aus nachster Nahe beobach-
tet (ich habe sogar daran teilgenommen).
Viel Zeit musste vergehen, bevor ich ver-
stand, dass es die Aufgabe jedes Einzel-
nen im offentlichen Raum, in der Politik
und im gesellschaftlichen Leben ist,
Konflikte und Gewalt zu verhindern, oder
zumindest sie einzuschranken.

Dies war kein einfacher Prozess. Ich erin-
nere mich, dass ich mich in den 1980er
Jahren, als wir auf die Straf3e gingen, um
gegen die Kommunisten zu demonstrie-
ren und uns mit der Polizei anzulegen,
tief in meinem Inneren gegen die Worte
des polnischen Papstes — ,,das Bose
durch das Gute Uberwinden® - auflehnte.
Weil fur mich ,Uberwinden® bedeutete,
den Gegner zu besiegen und zu vernich-
ten. Und ich glaubte, dass die einzige
vernunftige Antwort auf Gewalt Gewalt
ist. Es hat sich jedoch gezeigt, dass ein
echter Sieg bedeutet, nicht dieser Logik
zu folgen. Die Erfahrung der polnischen
Bewegung Solidarnos¢, meine Erfah-
rung hat — ahnlich wie die wunderbaren
Lebensgeschichten von Ghandi, Man-
dela und anderen - gezeigt, dass man
gewinnen kann, wenn man die tragische
und wirklich teuflische Alternative des
entweder ,wir® oder ,sie” ablehnt. Denn
wenn wir sie nicht ablehnen, dann wird -
wie Timothy Snyder festgestellt hat - die

Frage ,Wer sind wir und wer sind sie?*
zur vorrangigen und wichtigsten Frage
in der Politik und nicht die Frage ,Wie
sieht es in der Welt aus und was konnen
wir tun?“. Wenn wir hinnehmen, dass es
in der Politik um ,wir und sie“ geht, und
zwar nur um ,wir und sie®, dann akzep-
tieren wir auch, dass Furcht und Angst
die Grundlage der Politik bilden. Man-
che glauben, dass solche Gefuhle die
Quelle ihrer Macht sein konnen; die
Wahrheit ist, dass wir, wenn wir uns sol-
chen Gefuhlen hingeben, gegen unseren
Willen zu einer leicht formbaren Masse
in den Handen potenzieller Autokraten
werden. Ich kann dies — in aller Deutlich-
keit — heute in Europa sehen. Bitte fra-
gen Sie mich nicht nach Namen —ich
wurde sie sowieso nicht nennen - und
auf3erdem wissen Sie genau, von wem
ich spreche.

Die informelle Hymne der Solidarnosc¢
war damals ein Lied mit dem Titel Gebet
bei Sonnenaufgang von Natan Tenen-
baum, einem polnischen Juden, der
wegen der antisemitischen Kampa-

gne der kommunistischen Regierung

vor genau 50 Jahren — also zum Zeit-
punkt der Grindung lhrer Universitat

- aus Polen geflichtet war. Wir san-

gen ,,Beschutze mich, Herr, vor Verach-
tung und beschutze mich, Gott, vor dem
Hass“ und begannen langsam, die wahre
Bedeutung dieser Worte zu verstehen.
Dass Millionen Menschen an diese Worte
glaubten und Tausende davon Uberzeugt
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waren, dass man ohne Gewalt kamp-
fen kann, wurde zu unserem ersten und
wichtigsten Eingangstor nach Europa.

Denn die Europaische Union — wie ich sie
verstehe — grindet auf positivem Denken
und positiven Werten. Ohne Versohnung,
ohne Solidaritat und ohne gegenseitige
Achtung wirde es unser Europa nicht
geben - und wird es unser Europa nicht
geben.

Man muss keinen Abschluss in Ingeni-
eurwesen oder Architektur an der Tech-
nischen Universitat Dortmund machen,
um zu verstehen, dass in der Politik
Bricken wichtiger sind als Mauern,
auch wenn wir wissen, wie viel einfa-
cher und schneller es ist, eine Mauer

zu errichten, als eine Brucke zu bauen.
Ich bin Uberzeugt, dass Sie aus diesem
Grund die Muhen eines Studiums auf

sich genommen haben: um der Versu-
chung der Vereinfachung und der billi-
gen Losungen zu widerstehen. Dass Sie
im spirituellen, aber auch im politischen
Raum immer Brucken und keine Mauern
bauen werden.

Ich mochte Ihnen nochmals sehr herz-
lich fur diese Auszeichnung und die wun-
dervolle Laudatio danken. Eine Laudatio
Uber sich selbst zu horen, ist immer

der angenehmste Teil solcher Festakte.
Einen Augenblick lang kann man glau-
ben, viel besser zu sein, als man wirk-
lich ist. Und bitte erlauben Sie mir, liebe
Freundinnen und Freunde, dass ich
heute nicht nur den ehrwirdigen Titel
eines Doktors honoris causa annehme,
sondern dass ich auch das Motto des
allerersten Ehrendoktors, Bundesprasi-
dent Johannes Rau, hochhalte: ,Versoh-
nen statt spalten.” Vielen Dank.
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Begruf3ung durch die Rektorin Prof. Ursula Gather

Sehr geehrter Herr Ratsprasident Tusk,
liebe Frau Bundesministerin Karliczek,
lieber Herr Ministerprasident Laschet,
lieber Herr Oberburgermeister Sierau,
liebe Frau Professorin Stissmuth,

ganz besonders: liebe Studierende, liebe
Mitglieder, Freundinnen und Freunde der
TU Dortmund, sehr geehrte Festgaste,

herzlich willkommen hier im Konzerthaus
Dortmund anlasslich des 50-jahrigen
Jubilaums unserer Universitat. Wunder-
bar, dass Sie alle gekommen sind, um
diesen besonderen Tag gemeinsam zu
feiern. Auf den Tag genau vor 50 Jahren,
am 16. Dezember 1968, wurde die ,,Uni-
versitat Dortmund® mit einem Festakt im
Opernhaus der Stadt feierlich eroffnet.

Schauen wir heute zurlck auf die seit-
dem vergangenen Jahre, so sehen

wir eine bewegte Geschichte unserer
Universitat:

« Inder Anfangszeit entsteht schnell
eine grof3e Zahl an Gebauden auf dem
Campus Sud und dem Campus Nord fur
die ersten elf Fakultaten.

« Im Jahre 1980 wird die Padagogische
Hochschule Ruhr integriert, das heutige
Profil der Universitat bildet sich heraus.

« Die Zahl der Studierenden wachst in
den ersten 25 Jahren auf 24.000, heute
liegt sie bei Uber 34.000.

« 2007 gibt sich die Universitat auf
Beschluss des Senats einen neuen
Namen, seitdem sind wir die Technische
Universitat Dortmund.

« Und seit RUHR.2010, dem Jahr der
Europaischen Kulturhauptstadt, sind wir
mit unserem Campus Stadt in der Dort-
munder City prasent.

Ich erspare Ihnen hier eine detaillierte
historische Chronologie und verweise fur
den Blick in die vergangenen 50 Jahre
gerne auf unseren Jubilaumsfilm, auf
unsere Festschrift und auch auf unsere
Jubilaumsausstellung.

Wir mochten zu unserem Jubilaum auch
sichtbar machen, dass wir mit 50 nicht
alt, sondern immer wieder neu und
modern sind: Deshalb werden wir uns ab
morgen im World Wide Web mit einem
neuen Design prasentieren. Im Hinter-
grund sehen Sie bereits eine kleine Vor-
schau auf unsere neue Webdarstellung.

Werfen wir einen Blick in die Zukunft,
so haben wir allen Grund anzuneh-
men, dass noch viele runde Jubilaen fur
unsere Universitat folgen werden. Denn
wir stehen in der gro3en und langen
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Tradition der Institution ,Universitat®, die
sich seit ihren Anfangen fast auf der gan-
zen Welt erfolgreich etablieren konnte.

Die Europaische Universitat nimmt ab
dem 11. Jahrhundert in Bologna und
dann in Paris und Oxford ihren Anfang
als eine vollig neue Art von Institution.
Sie organisiert sich durch ein Sonder-
recht, dessen Kern darin besteht, dass
sich ihre Mitglieder forschend und leh-
rend mit selbstgewahlten Wissensgebie-
ten befassen. Nicht nur die Erarbeitung,
sondern auch die Weitergabe neuen Wis-
sens ist Teil des Konzepts: von Anfang
an stehtim Zentrum die Idee der ,Uni-
versitas magistrorum et scholarium®, der
Gemeinschaft von Lehrenden und Ler-
nenden; die ldee, die zur Namensgebe-
rin wurde. Schnell breitet sich diese Idee
von ,Universitat® in Europa aus. Dut-
zende weitere Universitaten entstehen,
unter anderem in Prag und Krakau im

14. Jahrhundert. Ab dem 16. Jahrhun-
dert macht die Europaische Universi-

tat den Sprung in die damalige Neue Welt
und daruber hinaus. Seit dem frihen

19. Jahrhundert pragt zudem das Hum-
boldtsche Bildungsideal der ,Einheit von
Forschung und Lehre® das Selbstver-
standnis der Europaischen Universitat
deutlich mit.

In Deutschland entsteht nach Grundung
der Bundesrepublik eine ganze Reihe
von Universitaten, insbesondere in den
1960er und 70er Jahren. So reiht sich

1968 unsere Universitat ein in die grofie
und lange Tradition der Europaischen
Universitat.

Was bedeutet uns nun heute diese Tra-
dition? Oder konkreter: Kann eine junge
Universitat, die sich als ,kommunika-
tiv, innovativ und einzigartig“ beschreibt,
gleichzeitig einer Uber 900 Jahre alten
Tradition verbunden und verpflichtet
sein?

Ja, sie kann das und tut das. Denn: Es
sind nicht Herrschaftszeichen wie Zepter
oder Siegel, die wir hochhalten, sondern
es sind auch fur uns die zentralen Werte
der Europaischen Universitat, namlich
Universitas, Freiheit, Wahrheit und Viel-
falt, die uns ausmachen. Diese Werte
gelten fUr uns heute genauso wie fur die
mittelalterlichen Gelehrten in Bologna,
Paris, Oxford, Krakau oder Prag. Dabei
sind diese Werte alles andere als abs-
trakte Worthulsen, vielmehr fullen wir
sie in unserem Universitatsalltag stan-
dig mit neuem Leben. Wir hinterfragen
sie bisweilen, justieren nach und konkre-
tisieren sie im Geist der heutigen Zeit.
Aber wir halten an ihnen fest.

Soist ,Universitas®, die Gemeinschaft
von Lehrenden und Lernenden, auch
heute ein wichtiger Bestandteil unse-
rer Identitat als Universitat. Universi-
tas bedeutet fur uns auch heute, auf
dem Campus eine wissenschaftliche und
soziale Verortung, vielleicht gar ,Heimat*
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zu finden, und den universitaren Raum
zum Diskurs zu nutzen. Ich zitiere den
ehemaligen AStA-Vorsitzenden, der in
unserem Ausstellungsfilm den Begriff
~Universitas® so Ubersetzt: ,Ich fUhle
mich hier wohl, wir an der TU Dortmund,
wir haben hier einen schonen Campus,
wir sind hier zusammen, das hier ist fur
uns der Hort des Wissens.”

Kommen wir nun zum Wert ,Freiheit".
Freiheit in einer Universitat war und ist
stets die Freiheit der einzelnen Wis-
senschaftler, die eigene Forschung frei
gestalten zu konnen. Diese Freiheitistin
Deutschland seit 1949 durch das Grund-
gesetz ausdricklich geschutzt —ich
zitiere: ,Kunst und Wissenschaft, For-
schung und Lehre sind frei.“ Zugleich
bedarf diese Freiheit einer standigen
Verantwortung und Selbstreflexion:
Worin liegen die Grenzen dieser Freiheit,
welche Diskussionsansatze sind zulas-
sig, welche nicht hinnehmbar? Welche
Artvon Forschung kann unsere Gesell-
schaft vertreten, welche Forschungsan-
satze sind vielleicht ethisch bedenklich?
Solche Fragen sind dabei ihrerseits ein
Zeichen der universitaren Freiheit, wie
Bundesprasident Frank-Walter Stein-
meier anlasslich der Feierlichkeiten zum
200-jahrigen Bestehen der Universitat
Bonn bemerkte - ich zitiere: ,Ja, die Uni-
versitat braucht Freiheitsraume, aber an
der Universitat werden Freiheitsraume
auch Uberhaupt erst verhandelt und
definiert!®

Auch der Wert der ,Wahrheit“ bedarf
heute unbedingt wieder einer Verge-
wisserung durch die Wissenschafts-
gemeinschaft. Dies insbesondere in
Zeiten, in denen ,alternative® Fak-

ten die Bedeutung des Begriffs ,Wahr-
heit* zu unterwandern drohen, wobei

es Lugen naturlich immer schon gege-
ben hat. So ist Wissenschaft nach Defi-
nition des Bundesverfassungsgerichts
jede Tatigkeit, die - Zitat - ,nach Inhalt
und Form als ernsthafter planmafi-

ger Versuch zur Ermittlung der Wahrheit
anzusehen ist“. Wahrheit bedeutet den-
noch gerade nicht, dass unsere heutigen
Erkenntnisse allen zuktnftigen Prifun-
gen standhalten werden, sie bedeutet
nicht, dass unsere heute aufgestellten
Theorien nicht eines Tages angepasst
und erweitert werden mussten. Wahr-
heit als Wert in der Wissenschaft ver-
langt uns jedoch ab, dass wir aufrichtig
und, ja, eben wahrhaftig danach streben,
unser Wissen und unsere Erkenntnis

zu vermehren und weiterzugeben. Und
zwar: ohne uns politischen, wirtschaftli-
chen, religidsen Interessen oder welchen
Ansinnen auch immer unterzuordnen.

Vielfalt® schlieilich, als Wert, beschreibt
gleichermafen die Vielfalt der wissen-
schaftlichen Disziplinen und Frage-
stellungen wie auch die Vielfalt der
Menschen, die Teil der Universitas sind.
Vor 50 Jahren haben nur etwa zehn Pro-
zent eines Altersjahrgangs studiert,
heute sind es mehr als 50 Prozent.
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Wir lernen, wir arbeiten und forschen
global, international, mit Kolleginnen und
Kollegen unterschiedlichster Herkunft.
Als Wissenschaftsgemeinschaft profitie-
ren wir in starkem Ausmaf von unseren
unterschiedlichen Potenzialen, Herkinf-
ten, Sichtweisen und Ideen.

Vielfalt, Diversitat wirkt sich schlief3-
lich auch auf das besondere Profil der
TU Dortmund aus: Ingenieur- und Natur-
wissenschaften, Gesellschafts- und Kul-
turwissenschaften haben bei uns einen
universitaren Geist gepragt, in dem -

ich wiederhole das immer wieder gern —
Interdisziplinaritat, Kommunikation und
Kooperation nicht nur gelehrt, sondern
wirklich gelebt werden. Universitas, Frei-
heit, Wahrheit, Vielfalt. Dies sind also die
Werte, die Universitaten vor 900 Jahren
genauso ausgemacht haben wie heute.
Sie gelten fur traditionsreiche Universi-
taten ebenso wie fur junge. Und so pra-
gen sie auch uns ander TU Dortmund in
unserem Handeln, beim Forschen, Leh-
ren und Lernen, in unserem Denken, in
unserem universitaren Alltag. Sie haben
uns die Richtung in den vergangenen 50
Jahren gewiesen und leiten uns auch in
Zukunft.

Unser 50-jahriges Jubilaum ist damit
auch ein Anlass, Dank auszusprechen.
Wir kdnnen dankbar dafur sein, in einem
Gemeinwesen zu leben, in dem die Frei-
heit von Forschung und Lehre grund-
gesetzlich verankert ist und dies auch

praktiziert wird. Dankbar dafur, dass
unsere politischen Reprasentanten diese
universalen Werte teilen, sie 6ffentlich
vertreten und verteidigen. Dankbar fur
ein Europa, das — durch zahlreiche his-
torische Krisen und Konflikte hindurch -
mit allen Kraften um diese Freiheit und
auch um die Werte der Universitat gerun-
gen hat, und im Angesicht nationalpo-
pulistischer Entwicklungen auch heute
noch ringt.

Fur diese Werte steht ganz besonders
unser heutiger Festredner, der Prasident
des Europaischen Rates, Donald Tusk,
den wir heute Morgen fur seine europa-
politischen Verdienste sowie fir seine
Beitrage zur europaischen Wertedebatte
mit der Ehrendoktorwirde der TU Dort-
mund auszeichnen durften. Danke, lie-
ber Herr Prasident Tusk, dass Sie damit
einer von uns geworden sind.

Am heutigen Jubilaumstag gilt Dank
auch allen, die die Entwicklung der TU
Dortmund in den vergangenen Jahrzehn-
ten mitgestaltet und gepragt haben:

» Der Gesellschaft der Freunde fur ihr
grof3es Engagement Uber die vergange-
nen nunmehr 60 Jahre; ein Engagement,
ohne das es die TU Dortmund heute viel-
leicht gar nicht gabe.

« Allen Rektoren, Kanzlerin und Kanz-
lern, Prorektorinnen und Prorektoren,
dem Hochschulrat, Dekanen, Senatoren,
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all unseren Wissenschaftlerinnen und
Wissenschaftlern, allen Beschaftigten in
Technik und Verwaltung, allen Studieren-
den, dem AStA sowie allen Mitgliedern
und Angehorigen, die die TU Dortmund
zu dem gemacht haben, was sie heute
ist. Danke fur Ihrer aller harte Arbeit!

« Allen UnterstUtzern unserer Universi-
tat, aus diversen Institutionen, der Poli-
tik, dem Bund, dem Land, der Stadt, der
Gesellschaft, der Wirtschaft, der Wis-
senschaft selbst, all unseren internati-
onalen Partnern — a very warm welcome
to all our international friends.

« Sowie allen, die den heutigen Fest-
tag moglich gemacht haben, organisato-
risch, durch ihre Gastfreundschaft hier
im Konzerthaus, lieber Herr von Hoens-
broech, oder durch ihre gro3ztgige
finanzielle Unterstutzung.

+ Und naturlich gebthrt Dank vielen
Menschen, die es verdient hatten, heute
personlich genannt zu werden. Sehen
Sie mir bitte nach, dass wir diesen Dank
nicht jetzt, sondern in personlichen
Begegnungen zum Ausdruck bringen.

So halte ich Sie, liebe Festgaste, jetzt
nicht weiter davon ab, unserem weite-
ren Programm mit besonderer Musik, mit
besonderen Gasten und unserem Fest-
redner Donald Tusk zu folgen und es hof-
fentlich zu genief3en.

Und nochmals: Danke Ihnen allen daftr,
dass Sie heute hier sind.

Ich winsche Ihnen, uns allen, eine
schone Veranstaltung. Feiern Sie mit uns

unseren 50. Geburtstag.

Herzlichen Dank.
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Guido Baranowski, Vorstandsvorsitzender der Gesellschaft der
Freunde (GdF) der TU Dortmund:

,Besonders am Herzen liegt uns die internationale Ausrichtung der Universitat.
Diese Entwicklung wollen wir auch zukunftig weiter vorantreiben.”

Zum Jubildum machte die GdF der TU Dortmund ein besonderes Geburtstagsge-
schenk: Ein neues Gastehaus, in dem internationale Gastwissenschaftlerinnen und
Gastwissenschaftler in Campusnahe wohnen konnen. Damit schreibt die GdF ihr
Engagement fort: Bereits 1979 entschloss sich die Freundegesellschaft zur Errich-
tung des ersten Gastehauses, das nun durch einen modernen Neubau ersetzt wer-
den soll.
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~Mirist wichtig, dass Menschen erkennen konnen: Forschung und Innovationen hel-
fenihnen in ihrem Leben. Dann wachst Vertrauen in die Chancen, die durch neue
Technologien entstehen. Das ist besonders bei Themen wie der Kunstlichen Intel-
ligenz von grof3er Bedeutung. An der TU Dortmund gibt es aus den vergangenen 50
Jahren zahlreiche gute Beispiele fur gelungene Kommunikation und gelungenen
Transfer. Etwa in den Forschungsfeldern Datenanalyse und Produktionstechnolo-
gie, aber auch in der schulischen und beruflichen Bildung. Ich winsche mir, dass Sie
auch in den kommenden 50 Jahren weiter so erfolgreich Mut zur Zukunft machen.*

»Als die Technische Universitat Dortmund gegrindet wurde, bestimmten Kohle und
Stahlden Takt im Revier. Nicht Bildung galt als damals entscheidender Rohstoff,
sondern das ,schwarze Gold‘ unter der Erde. Heute ist die TU Dortmund ein zentraler
Bestandteil des Wissenschafts- und Innovationslandes Nordrhein-Westfalen und
zeigt eindrucksvoll: Hier wurde der Wandel erfolgreich geschafft. Darauf kann die
TU Dortmund stolz sein.”

»Die TU Dortmund ist eine pragende Saule unserer Stadt. Sie gibt Dortmund ein
jugendliches und kreatives Gesicht, aber auch internationales Flair. In den ver-
gangenen Jahren hat sich Dortmund als Wissenschaftsstadt etabliert. Hier arbei-
ten Wissenschaft, Wirtschaft und Zivilgesellschaft Hand in Hand an der Zukunft
unserer Stadt. Diese Entwicklung ware ohne die blof3e Existenz und gleichzeitig das
auf3erordentliche Engagement der Universitat nicht moglich gewesen.”
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Beim Festakt sprachen: (v.l.) Guido Baranowski, Vorsitzender der Gesellschaft der
Freunde der TU Dortmund, Ullrich Sierau, Oberburgermeister der Stadt Dortmund,
Donald Tusk, Prasident des Europaischen Rates, Prof. Ursula Gather, Rektorin der

TU Dortmund, Armin Laschet, Ministerprasident des Landes Nordrhein-Westfalen,
Anja Karliczek, Bundesministerin fur Bildung und Forschung.
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Festrede von Donald Tusk, Prasident des Europaischen Rates

Itis agreat privilege to be able to say a
few words in such an important moment
for your community and in front of such
awonderful audience. | said, “your com-
munity”, although of course, for a cou-
ple of hours now, | have the right and

the honour to call it, “our community”,
as a freshly nominated doctor hono-

ris causa of your — oh, excuse me — of
our university. During that ceremony, |
referred to the maxim of the first hon-
orary doctor of the Technical Univer-
sity of Dortmund, president Johannes
Rau: “To reconcile, not divide” and | said:
“The European Union - the way | under-
stand it — is founded on positive think-
ing and positive values. There would not
be our Europe - and there will not be our
Europe — without reconciliation, without
solidarity and without mutual respect.”
And | added that “you don’t need to grad-
uate in engineering or architecture from
the Technical University of Dortmund to
understand that in politics, bridges are
more important than walls, though we
know how much easier and faster it is to
raise a wall, than to build a bridge.  am
convinced that this is the reason why
you have taken the trouble of studying:
to avoid the temptation of simplifying
and cutting corners. That in the spiritual,
but also the political dimension, you will
always be builders of bridges, and not
walls.”

These words were inspired by the whole
of my life’s experience, in which — whether
I wanted it, or not — politics was still
present, together with its most dramatic
symptoms and expressions. And every-
thing began exactly on 16 December, 48
years ago, in my hometown of Gdansk.

It was 1970, | was 13, when tragic events
played out in front of my eyes. The police
and the army opened fire on protesting
workers. Many of them died, hundreds
were wounded, many vehicles and build-
ings were burned, including tanks and
the communist party headquarters. The
streets of Gdansk became a school of
life, and a first lesson in politics, which |
will never forget. | was very young, but |
understood instinctively what was going
on, and who was right; where good was,
and where evil was; who was telling the
truth, and who was telling lies. It was

an unusually exciting lesson, filled with
emotions, rage and hope, all at the same
time.

It was then that | found out for the first
time that those who are right don’t
always win. That lies and evil can tri-
umph over truth and good. | fully identi-
fied with those beaten and humiliated.
At the same time, | lived through these
events as if they were some kind of hol-
iday, the first big, adulthood adventure,
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which briefly interrupted the terrifying
monotony of the status quo.

Many years later, when — as a student -

| organised the structures of illegal oppo-
sition to the communist rule, | noticed
that the memory of those past events
took on the characteristics of a myth,
which heavily influenced the imagina-
tions of the participants in our meetings.
As a young historian, | was dealing at

the time with the role of myths and leg-
ends in the Polish politics of the 1930s,
and already back then | had no doubt
that emotions, symbols, and simplifica-
tions motivate people much more than
rational arguments and programmes.
That they can be very useful, but also
very dangerous, especially if mythologies
begin to dominate in the public sphere.
Ernst Cassirer wrote about this. Accord-
ing to him, the politicians of the Weimar
Republic made a crucial mistake in being
occupied only with improving the eco-
nomic situation of the masses, tackling
unemployment and inflation. At the same
time, being sober thinking, rational indi-
viduals, they remained completely blind
to the explosive force of political myths.
This great mistake caused a catastro-
phe. When the political and intellectual
elites of the German democracy began
to notice what was at stake, when they
began to understand the nature of the
new political myths, it was already too
late. They lost the battle before they
realised that it had just started.

Let us return to my story. The legend of
the December protest turned out to be a
very effective founding myth of Solidar-
nosc. Before the movement was estab-
lished, in the second half of the 1970s,
we organised illegal demonstrations
every 16 December, outside the Gdansk
shipyard. That is when | met Lech Watesa
- no one knew back then that he himself
would soon become a legend. Soli-
darnos¢ mobilised millions of people
against the regime, who - despite real-
ities such as the presence of the Soviet
army — decided to act. They were guided
by the eternal motto of Gdansk: nec
temere, nec timide — neither rashly, nor
timidly. It was that synthesis of emotions
and reason, synthesis of myth and plan,
synthesis of symbols and pragmatism
that brought victory.

Of course, not straight away. In the
meantime, there was martial law in
Poland and, again, the 16 December, 37
years ago, the communists again shot at
workers and demonstrators. Nine coal-
miners on strike were killed by the police
in Katowice. In Gdansk, despite tanks

in the streets and tear gas, despite the
knowledge that authorities were shoot-
ing at people again, one hundred thou-
sand demonstrators surrounded the
shipyard and the monument for the vic-
tims of December 1970, in order to
remember them, pray for them and lay
flowers. Such was the force of the legend
of December.
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People will not fight with full determi-
nation for procedures or abstract ideas.
They will be ready to get involved in pub-
lic affairs and sacrifice a lot only if emo-
tions are sparked in them. They can be
good or bad emotions. They can erupt

in poor as well as rich countries. Money
isimportant to people, but itis not
everything.

Today in Europe, we are witnessing a
wave of populist rhetoric with a xeno-
phobic and authoritarian twist, both in
old as well as new democracies. This
trend is visible, regardless of the degree
of wealth in societies, their culture and
history. The crisis — in so many areas of
western civilisation, including outside
our continent - of classic liberal democ-
racy, attacked and increasingly effec-
tively weakened by various, leftist and

- what is more common today - right-
wing demagogues, stems not only from
non-economic, but also non-rational
sources. It reflects the force of myths
and symbols which these demagogues
uphold, using them to tempt masses of
followers and disorientated citizens.

It comes the easier to them, the harder
itisto distinguish between lies and the
truth, between fake-news and news. It
is here that the present-day Zeitgeist is
expressed. The facts are losing against
imagined concepts, experts and aca-
demics are losing against extremely
astute demagogues, particularly in

cyber-space. Unfortunately, today it is
they who have the power over emotions,
even if the facts and arguments are
against them.

Liberal democracy and the European
Union - grand projects in the moral

and practical dimension — are not able
today to rouse such emotions or release
feelings, as national myths do, myths
brought up again at every opportu-

nity. Cool persuasion, common sense,
and even economic interests stand no
chance in confrontation with passion.

Those are right, who stress that the need
for myths is timeless. We cannot replace
it with cold calculation. But, as not only
my experience shows, myths and sym-
bols don’t have to serve a bad cause
only. European democrats cannot sur-
render to fatalism, they cannot let emo-
tions be weapons only in the hands of
political charlatans. They have to stand
up to them, also in the mythical symbol-
ical sphere. If the only thing on our side
is knowledge, and on their side - faith,
we will lose. This is the first lesson | take
from my Decembers.

The second is that the new generations
will not accept the status quo forever,
even if itis clearly better than the past,
and even if they don’t have ideas for a
better future. One of the main reasons
why | became a rebel in my youth was -
as | mentioned already — an unbearable
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sense of boredom. From time to time,
people crave change more than com-
fort. For too long we have lived in times
of grand ennui, die grof3e Langweile as
someone said, commenting on the pro-
tests of the French gilets jaunes, the yel-
low vests. We will not stop this desire by
repeating our slogans about stabilisa-
tion. Taking risks, even without rational
reasons, is the eternal right of the young.
Whether it will be destructive or creative,
depends to a large degree on the quality
of the political leadership.

And this is the third lesson from my
Decembers. Jacek Kuron, one of the leg-
endary leaders of the Polish democratic
opposition, once said: “Don’t burn down
party committees, set up your own”.

The committee was the common name
for the headquarters of the communist
party. In 1970, such committees burned
in Gdansk, among other places, which
gave the authorities a pretext for brutal
repressions. As he led Solidarnos¢, Lech
Watesa always remembered this com-
mandment. Politicians who take action
unaware of what results it will bring, are
always a big threat. On the centenary of
the end of the First World War, it is worth
reminding ourselves of the story of its
beginning, with all those sleepwalkers
in power, who — having the best inten-
tions and a hopelessly weak imagination
— led Europe to catastrophe. Max Weber
wrote about the ethics of responsibility.
Today, | would like to dedicate his words

to some of the contemporary leaders on
both sides of the Atlantic, and in particu-
lar to the authors of Brexit.

Today we need leaders who understand
that their role is not only having tech-
nocratic skill and the ability to stay in
power. We need leaders who can use the
potential of emotions to defend our fun-
damental values. Leaders, who not only
understand the scale of the threats,
but who can also prevent them. Her-
fried MUnkler once wrote a fantas-

tic essay, ,0dysseus and Cassandra®.
Cassandra, who knew very well what
would happen, who warned everyone
against the impending catastrophe, but
no one listened to her. Today, we have
many politicians and intellectuals who
feel comfortable in the role of fore-war-
ners, as prophetic as Cassandra, and
equally helpless. And there are so few
Odysseuses, smart (that’s how Homer
described Odysseus), efficient, and when
itis necessary - ruthless, and capable
of sacrifices. Odysseus, practical to the
extreme, understands the meaning of
symbols and irrational elements in pol-
itics. A few weeks before the construc-
tion of the great horse — writes Munkler
- Odysseus gets into Troy through the
cloaca. Disguised as a beggar, stinking
of excrement, together with Diomedes,
he steals the statue of Pallas Athena, in
order to deprive Troy of the last remains
of divine protection. As the seer Hele-
nus foretold Odysseus earlier, the city
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can be conquered only when the statue
disappears. Let us listen, therefore, to
Cassandras, but choose Odysseuses as
leaders.

The fourth lesson from my Decembers
- the most important to me person-
ally — is the experience of violence, lies
and lawlessness. An experience known
by all those who have lived in places
where undemocratic powers are beyond
any control. Where you can beat and kill
aman without any reason, where lies
become omnipresent, where rights apply
only to those in power, while citizens
have only obligations.

That is why, when today | hear European
politicians, who wipe out all the tradition

of liberal democracy, for whom human
rights, minority rights, government
within the law, the precedence of the
constitution over the will of rulers, and
free media are empty slogans, | loudly
say: no. Because | know what these prin-
ciples mean, remembering still what life
is like for a man deprived of rights, who is
at the mercy — or lack of mercy — of those
in power.

Europe is the best place on Earth, and
the European Union is the best politi-
calinvention in our history — as long as
we stand by these principles. That’s what
my heart and mind tell me, my know-
ledge and my faith. And being with you
here today, | know that I am not alone.
Thank you.
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