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Need a Change of Scenery?
Going Abroad with Scholarships and AuslandsBAföG!



International 
Office

Why Go Abroad?
Social Skills
• Learn to better deal with new 

situations/challenges
• Become independent
• Get to know yourself
• Better understand both your own 

and the new culture
• Build your network, become more 

outgoing
• Gain intercultural skills

Academic Skills
• Get to know other ways of living and 

working
• Acquire (specialist) knowledge
• Learn new methods
• Gain clarity about your future study 

orientation and career goals

Increase Your “Employability”!



> Scholarships available (and can sometimes 
be combined with others, e.g. the 

Deutschlandstipendium)
> Multiple stays abroad possible
> during the bachelor or master

> Credit recognition possible

international.tu-dortmund.de/en/outgoings/
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No Excuses! Common Misconceptions…
Exchange program = tuition waiver,
scholarships (not unattainable!), AuslandsBAföG,
Erasmus+ Social Top Ups and Travel Grants

Sometimes motivation/volunteering more important. 

Stays abroad are open to ALL degree programs 
and are beneficial for everyone

What’s the rush??? „Beurlaubung“ (leave of 
absence), credit recognition, short/virtual programs

You don‘t necessarily need to know Hungarian – 
There are plenty of offers in English, even from B1! 
But be careful with some countries…

Great support in exchange programs, universities 
abroad very “school-like” “

I don‘t have any money…

I don‘t have the best grades…

Surely my subject isn‘t offered 
abroad…

I don‘t have enough time…

Apart from school English, I have 
no language skills…

How am I supposed to get by 
there?
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The Most Important Preparations
Gather Information Early On!
• Approx. 1 ½ years in advance for 

study abroad
• Approx. 1 year in advance for 

internships
• Apply for AuslandsBAföG 6-8 

months in advance

Shorter-term is possible – but this way 
you won’t miss any deadlines!

Get Involved and Volunteer!
• International clubs
• Buddy programs
• International events
• Language Courses
• Language Tandem

Everything counts toward the
“Studium International” Certificate.
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“Studium International” Certificate
• Certificate for international involvement at TU Dortmund
• Comprehensive overview of all international activities (stays abroad, language classes, volunteer 

work for the “International Campus”)
• Acquisition of key competencies
• Profiling for future job applications

• Participation in shaping the internationalization process at TU 
Dortmund

• Gain contact to international students from many different 
countries

Information available at:
https://international.tu-dortmund.de/en/certificate
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Study Abroad   
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Exchange Programs
Partners worldwide  |  Advantage – Tuition fee waiver
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Erasmus+ Program
• Departmental Cooperations
• EU member states, as well as Iceland, Liechtenstein, Macedonia, Norway, 

Turkey, Serbia (UK and Switzerland as Erasmus+ Partner Countries)
• --

• Tuition fee waiver
• Monthly grant: up to 600 EUR/month

– + 250 EUR/month Inclusion Top Up for equal opportunities: for students 
with disabilities, chronic illness or children or for first generation students

– Additional costs may be covered for students with disabilities, illness or 
children

– + grant for travel costs, based on distance and days of travel
• Online language courses free of charge (OLS)
• Guaranteed credit recognition through the Learning Agreement
• Up to 12 months per study cycle (Bachelor/Master/PhD) 

& combinations possible (e.g. with Erasmus+ internships)
• Erasmus Student Network http://dortmund.esn-germany.de/
• ---

• Determined by your department
• Register for the grant in the IO by 31 March

Possible 
Universities

Advantages

Application 
Deadline
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Overseas Exchange Program
• Tuition waiver at  >200 universities in North and South America, 

Australia, Asia, Africa, Russia
• Open to all degree programs – participation in classes from 

other departments possible
• Often a good selection of English-language classes
• Tuition fee waiver
• Additional scolarships possible (PROMOS, DAAD, Fulbright…)
• ---

• 1 November and 1 May
for the next academic year

• ---

• Online application form
• Answers to 3 questions
• resumé, transcript, certificate of enrolment
• Application applies to desired countries, not necessarily one 

specific university – be flexible!

Advantages

Bewerbungs
-frist

Bewerbungs
-unterlagen
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Overseas Exchange Program
• ISEP Exchange Network: North and South America, Asia, Africa, Middle East
• USA  |  > 20 universities
• Australia  I  University of Newcastle, Western Sydney, UT Sydney, RMIT
• Israel  |  Ben Gurion University of the Negev
• Mexico  I  UPAEP, Tec de Monterrey (ITESM) 
• Peru  |  Universidad San Ignacio de Loyola
• China  |  Tongji University
• Japan  I  Tohoku University, Kyoto University
• Taiwan  I  National Taiwan University
• South Korea  |  Chungnam National University, KAIST, Sookmyung Women‘s 

                     University,  Hanyang University ERICA
• Thailand  |  Thammasat University
• Malaysia  |  Swinburne University Sarawak, Asia Pacific University (in progress)
• India  |  IIT Madras, IIT Bombay (in progress)
• Vietnam  |  RMIT University
• Russia I  Southern Federal University
• *Brazil  |  UFBA, UFMG (in progress) • Few courses in English
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Departmental Exchange Programs
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Funding (external)

Storyteller
• Deadline: 15 June (WiSe), 

15 September (SoSe)
• UP to 1,650 EUR 

(country-specific)
• Task: Blog, Social Media 

AuslandsBAföG
• 5,600 EUR for tuition fees (grant) 

+ other benefits (50:50 loan/grant) 
• Apply 6 months in advance

Scholarship Foundations
• DAAD (1-year scholarship, etc.)
• Fulbright Commission (USA)
• …scholarship databases online

Come TU Dortmund
• Deadline: 10 November

for the current year
• UP to 1,650 EUR 

(country-specific)
• Task: Advertising campaign

Direct
• Deadline: 30 April

for the next academic year
• Up to 3,000 EUR for tuition 

fees
• Task: Blog, Social Media

PROMOS: For Overseas Partner Universities
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Internship Search

Internships are usually organized 
independently, but we are here to help!

 > Moodle: Calls for applications and 
subject-specific links

> Volunteer programs
> Country-specific information

> Programs from the IO / DAAD:
Placement and scholarship
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Internship Programs (Examples) 
• Industry internships (longer) or “Global Volunteer”/”Global Teacher”, DAAD scholarship
• Volunteer work possible with AIESEC Dusseldorf

• Duration: usually 4 weeks to 4 months, usually in summer/fall
• Worldwide placement in paid industry/research internships
• Usually for students in engineering, science and business (BA/MA)
• Scholarship: DAAD or PROMOS or Erasmus+

• Duration: 8 weeks, late July – late September
• 1 week seminar (Business Skills) and 7 weeks internship (placement free of charge)
• In the New York metropolitan region
• For all degree programs (BA/MA)
• Scholarship: PROMOS

AIESEC
(rolling deadlines)

IAESTE
(rolling deadlines)

Transatlantic 
Ruhr 

Fellowship
(Deadline Mid-Nov)

RISE
(Mid-Sep for Canada)

(Mid-Dec for worldwide)
• STEM research internships (BA) in the summer, DAAD scholarship



International 
Office

Funding (external)
AuslandsBAföG DAAD Scholarship Programs

e.g. Lehramt.International, Carlo-Schmid, …

Application through the International Office
Erasmus+ (Europe)
• Deadline: Up to 1 month before internship start
• Duration: 2-12 months
• Monthly grant up to 750 EUR + travel grant
• Additional grants for students with chronic illness, 

disabilities or children or first-generation students
• Credit recognition necessary (even if voluntary)
• Graduate internships after studies possible

PROMOS (Overseas/non-Erasmus+)
• Deadline: 15 Oct (1st half of the year) and 

15 April (2nd half of the year)
• Duration: at least 1 month
• Travel grant
• Additional funding possible for students with 

special needs or chronic illness
• Must be study-related (credit recognition optional)
• Registration at TUDO necessary
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Short-term Programs 
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Short-term Programs
Summer and Winter Schools
• 1 to 5 weeks
• New programs posted regularly

(especially Jan-Mar)
• PROMOS scholarships (500 EUR) for overseas 

partner universities possible

• Under “abgelaufenen Ausschreibungen” you will 
find programs from the past year – these may 
be offered again at similar times in the future.
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Scholarships for Thesis Work
• You must find a host institution/adviser on your (if 

necessary) own
(usually there are no exchange programs for this)

• Obtain approval from your adviser at TUDO
• Then apply for a scholarship:

– PROMOS / Erasmus+
Thesis work as a part of an internship

– Martin-Schmeißer-Stiftung
Thesis work in an internship or 
independently, without a fixed framework, 
e.g.:

• Interviews, that have to be carried out in 
person

• Research in a particular library



Gather Information
Event Calendar
• Dates for presentations and events
• Application deadlines

Testimonials / Experience Reports
• Learn from other students‘ experiences
• Follow the Study Abroad Storytellers on 

their blogs and Instagram
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Still Not Sure?
studieren-weltweit.de

DAAD Information 
Portal: 
Everything you need to 
know about stays abroad
Blogs, experience 
reports, funding tips
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Information on topics such as language certificates, English transcripts, finding 
accommodation, credit recognition, insurance, etc., as well as
opportunities to get involved internationalls on campus



E-Mail: going-abroad@tu-dortmund.de

Team Outgoings (in general)
office hours online

Team Erasmus+ Study Abroad
Office hours online

6247

E-Mail: erasmus-outgoings@tu-dortmund.de
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